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Nancy Zallek
Mankato Area Community Foundation
"Building Relationships with Donors in Uncertain Times"
Nancy Zallek is the President and CEO of Mankato Area Foundation (MAF) and an
advocate for our local nonprofits. Nancy dedicates herself to building a community of
individuals who believe in the strength of giving while supporting the work of the
nonprofit sector.
Since joining MAF in 2009, Nancy has grown the foundation’s assets from $2M to
over $22M and annual granting from $50,000 to over $1.7M. Such growth has led to
large-scale community initiatives, such as The Children’s Museum of Southern MN,
Kiwanis Holiday Lights and the Fallenstein Field and Playground, as well as increased
scholarship opportunities for local students. Nancy also led the strategy to create and
design the Shared Spaces nonprofit center, a collaborative workspace for regional
organizations and their leadership teams.
The fifth generation of her family to grow up in Mankato, Nancy graduated from
Mankato West High School and Gustavus Adolphus College. After graduation, she
joined Brett’s Department Stores – eventually serving as Vice President. She
transitioned into the nonprofit sector as executive director of Mankato Ballet
Company, and executive director of the United Way of St. Peter – prior to joining MAF.

Heather Logelin
St. Croix Valley Foundation
"Building Relationships with Donors in Uncertain Times"
Heather Logelin has served as President of the St. Croix Valley Foundation since May
of 2018. She came to the Foundation with more than 20 years of nonprofit
experience, including leadership roles with Allina Health and Planned Parenthood.
She has served on numerous nonprofit boards and committees, including the Family
Resource Center St. Croix Valley, St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity and the Free
Clinic of Pierce and St. Croix Counties. Heather is an elected member of the Hudson
School Board, a previous member of the St. Croix County Health and Human Services
Board and an active Rotarian, and a Past President of the River Falls Rotary Club. She
has a BA in Psychology from Occidental College and an MBA in Nonprofit
Management from the University of St. Thomas. A native of Le Sueur, Minnesota,
Heather now lives in North Hudson, Wisconsin with her husband and two teenage
children. In her free time, she enjoys reading, crossword puzzles, cross-country skiing,
canoe camping and hiking in the woods with her dog.

Terri Foster
Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation/Community
Foundation for Carver County
"Building Relationships with Donors in Uncertain Times
Over the past two decades, Terri has had the opportunity to work in several areas of
business, including: marketing, business development, event management, project
management, graphic and web design, product development, market research, client
relationship management, and more. Terri has a vast skill-set and a love for serving
people and helping organizations make a difference. She has a BS in Business
Management and a BS Industrial Technology/Graphic Design from Bemidji State
University and also holds a Master’s of Arts in Business from St. Scholastica. Since
2017, Terri Foster has served as a consultant for Brainerd Lakes Area Community
Foundation. Her duties include donor services, event management, database
management, business development, marketing, graphic design, and bringing
resources together to accomplish community goals.

Sally Smith
Community Volunteer
"Roles of Board Leadership"
Sally Smith is a long-time resident of Alexandria and the incoming board chair for the
Alexandria Area Community Foundation. She has served on the board at AACF since
2013. Sally retired from Alexandria Technical & Community College after 36 years of
teaching in Mathematics and English. She currently serves on several boards in the
community. She and husband Brent share 3 adult daughters, 3 sons-in-law, and 6
young grandchildren. For Sally, serving on the AACF board has been a great way to
join with others to support a wide variety of organizations in Alexandria.

Maryanne Mahowald
Community Volunteer
"Roles of Board Leadership"
Maryanne served as the very first CommuntyGiving Board Chair. She currently serves
as the chair of the Community Programs Committee for CMCF. Previously she had
been the Vice Chair of the Central Minnesota Community Foundation (CMCF) Board
and Chair of the CMCF’s Donor Engagement Committee. She has also chaired the
CMCF’s Women’s Fund. Maryanne has served on numerous nonprofit boards in the
community. In retirement, she has been training service dogs for the Helpings Paws
organizations and is now training her 4th dog.

Bruce Pohlig
Community Volunteer
"Roles of Board Leadership"
Bruce Pohlig is the current board chair of the CommunityGiving Board of Directors. He
earned his B.A. in economics from Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, Virginia and
his MBA from Rutgers in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He served in the US Army as a
part of the White House Communications Agency. He has since owned various
capitol goods manufacturing businesses in Alexandria, MN. Bruce is presently retired
and enjoying his time serving various organizations throughout his community as a
volunteer.

Brian Myres
DAYTA Marketing/Myres Consulting
"Building Bridges through Community Policing"
Brian Myres of Myres Consulting and DAYTA Marketing is originally from Pequot Lakes,
MN. He moved to St Cloud, MN in 1980 to obtain a BS degree in Finance from St.
Cloud State University and had a successful banking career spanning 36 years. Most
recently as Managing Vice President of Capital One 360. Prior to the acquisition by
Capital One, Brian was one of the founders of Citizens Savings Bank and ING DIRECT
in the United States and led both the operations and sales operations areas of ING
DIRECT USA.
Today Brian resides in Clear Lake with his wife Karla and three sons and is enjoying
his post banking career as a management consultant and community volunteer and a
founder and board member of the Greater St. Cloud Public Safety Foundation, a
founder and chair of the Greater St. Cloud Development Corp, chair of the JA Wedum
Foundation and a founder and chair of the St. Cloud Regional Air Authority.

Chief Blair Anderson
St. Cloud Police Department
"Building Bridges through Community Policing"
Wm. Blair Anderson is currently Chief of Police of the St Cloud Police Department and
has been a licensed peace officer for 25 years. He commands 110 sworn officers and
56 civilians with an operating budget of approximately $19.5 million dollars.
Prior to coming to St Cloud, Chief Anderson was the Chief Deputy Sheriff of the Carver
County Sheriff’s Office and served for 15 years at the Dakota County Sheriff's office.
Chief Anderson earned a Master’s Degree in Public Safety Administration from St.
Mary’s University and is a graduate of the FBI National Academy’s 232nd Session.
Chief Anderson is an 8 year United States Army veteran, including active duty service
during Operation Desert Storm.

Troy Fritz
Saint John's University
"Building Bridges through Community Policing"
Troy Fritz of Saint John’s University is a long-time resident of St. Cloud. He attended
Saint John’s University and obtained his BS in Natural Science and then did graduate
work at the University of North Dakota. He spent 16 years working in youth non-profits
locally. His work history includes the Boys and Girls Clubs, Boys Scouts and serving
as the Executive Director for Big Brothers Big Sisters in St. Cloud. Currently he is the
Executive Director for Major Gifts at Saint John’s University.
Troy has been active in the local St. Cloud Rotary Club having served as the Co-Chair
for the renovation of Lake George/Eastman Park and is currently serving on the
executive committee and chairs the entertainment committee for Summertime by
George! He most recently served as the Club’s President in 2017-18. He is also a
member of the St. Cloud Park and Recreation Advisory Board, the Les Voyageurs Inc
board president, and on the board for the Greater St. Cloud Public Safety Foundation.

Jenny Holweger
Kandiyohi County Area Family YMCA
"How to Empower and Support Nonprofits"
Jenny Holweger is currently the CEO of the Kandiyohi County Area Family YMCA in
Willmar, MN, joining the staff in 2018. Prior to moving to Willmar, she served the
YMCA of Greater Omaha as the Vice President of Leadership and Program
Development and Tri-State Family YMCA as CEO with YMCA branches in Neosho, MO,
Grove OK, and Northwest Arkansas. Jenny began her 33-year career and spent 20
years in a variety of director position at the Missouri Valley Family YMCA in Bismarck,
ND. Through the variety of experiences she has had, she firmly believes in the power
of true collaboration and always reaching to maximize impact.
She holds a Masters in Management from the University of Mary and a BS in
Education from Valley City State University.

Daniel Larson
United Way of Central Minnesota
"How to Empower and Support Nonprofits"
Daniel Larson is the VP of Community Impact at United Way of Central MN and the
Executive Director of United Way Partner For Student Success. He leads communitywide collective impact strategies after over fifteen years of direct service in Los
Angeles and San Francisco.

Tammy Filippi
Sourcewell
"How to Empower and Support Nonprofits"
Tammy Filippi has been the Nonprofit and Community Solutions Specialist for
Sourcewell since 2018. Prior to that, she was the Program Manager for Early
Childhood for the Initiative Foundation. She is passionate about working with
nonprofits – over 30+ years in different capacities from director to board member to
program staff to volunteer.
She has a Master of Arts in Business Management from the College of St. Scholastica
-Duluth and B. S. in Urban and Regional Studies with a minor in Social Work for
Minnesota State University – Mankato.

Tara Bitzan
Alexandria Area Chamber of Commerce
"How to Empower and Support Nonprofits"
Tara Bitzan has served as executive director of the Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber of
Commerce since 2016. Prior to that, she spent 25 years working in communications
as a journalist/editor at the Echo Press newspaper in Alexandria. She holds Mass
Communications and English degrees and a minor in Scandinavian Studies. She was
named the Business and Professional Women’s Young Careerist in 1999 and Woman
of the Year in 2002, received the Women Strengthening Our Community for Tomorrow
Girl Scout Woman of Excellence honor in 2005, and was awarded the Lakes Area
Professional Women’s Spirit of Professional Development award in 2014. Most
recently, she was named one of the top three Chamber Executives in the six-state
Midwest Region. She and her husband Dennis have been married for 27 years and
have two grown daughters.

Elise Wiener
CommunityGiving
"How to Fund Operations/Understanding Foundation
Growth"
Elise Wiener joined CommunityGiving in July 2015 as the Director of Finance and
Investments. Elise is a licensed CPA with a BS in Accounting from George Mason
University and has 35 years’ experience in public, private, and nonprofit financial
management and operations. At CommunityGiving, she manages the day to day
financial operations, investments, budget and reporting process, annual audit and
Form 990 preparation. Elise manages the Finance Committee and Investment
Committee meetings and provides the Affiliate and Community boards with financial
reports throughout the year.
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Michael Ricci, Jr.
Catholic Community Foundation
"Ways to Inspire Your Donors and Clients to Give"
Mike Ricci joined the Catholic Community Foundation in 2016 as the Director of
Professional Outreach and Investments after having served 20 years as both a
principal and partner at a half-billion-dollar Minneapolis wealth management firm. He
received his Certified Financial Planning® certification in 1989 and the Chartered
Advisor in Philanthropy® designation in 2016. Mike is a member of the Ascension
Investment Management advisory committee on impact investments, has spoke at
the Charles Schwab Impact conference and was involved in the creation of the book
Lost Man Found. Mike enjoys golf, bowhunting and time with his family. He married
his high school sweet heart and together they have 4 grown children and one
adorable grandchild.

Diana Anderson
Southwest Initiative Foundation
"Building a Diverse Foundation"
As Southwest Initiative Foundation President and CEO, Diana Anderson considers it
an honor to be part of the incredible network of people working daily to keep
southwest Minnesota strong and vibrant. Originally from western South Dakota, her
rural roots run deep, and she champions the spirit of innovation and collaboration
that defines small towns across the Upper Midwest.
Diana received her bachelor’s degree from Augustana University in Sioux Falls and
continued her education at the University of Minnesota School of Public Health. She
applies her education, strategic thinking and advocacy through volunteer leadership
on several boards, including the Minnesota Council on Foundations, Southwest
Minnesota Private Industry Council, Anderson Center, Aveyron Homes, Inc. and the I.
J. Burich Foundation.

Matt Varilek
Initiative Foundation
"Building a Diverse Foundation"
Matt Varilek is the president of the Initiative Foundation, a regional community
foundation dedicated to strengthening communities in the 14 counties of Central
Minnesota. Matt previously served as chief operating officer of the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA), providing strategic direction to the agency while
overseeing essential services such as human resources, information technology,
grants management and enterprise risk management. He holds a master’s degree in
environment and development from the University of Cambridge, England, where he
was funded by a scholarship from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. He also
holds a master’s degree in economic development from the University of Glasgow in
Scotland, where he was funded by an Ambassadorial Scholarship from the Rotary
Foundation. He earned his bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Carleton College in
Northfield. Matt and his wife, Maggie, live with their three children near Rice, Minn.

Eunice Adjei
Adom Consulting/Jugaad Leadership Program
"Growing and Empowering New Leaders (BIPOC Focus)"
Eunice is the President of Adom Consulting LLC and founder of the Jugaad Leadership
Program. The Jugaad Leadership program trains, places and connect emerging
leaders of color on boards, commission, internship and resources that they may not
know in Central Minnesota. At Adom LLC she provides Cultural Competency training to
non-profit boards and their staff. Eunice serves on a number of boards including
African Women’s Alliance, Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, St. Cloud Charity
Commission , St. Cloud Technical and Community College Foundation Board, St.
Cloud Regional Human Rights Commission and The Tri-County Action Program Inc.
(TRICAP). Eunice Adjei was also the Administrator of Create CommUNITY, an initiative
with a mission to dismantle racism through systemic change and make St. Cloud a
welcoming place for all.
Eunice holds a BA in psychology and an M.S in Social Responsibility. In 2012 Eunice
was honored as one of the Ten Outstanding Young Minnesotans (TYOM) and in
(2013) she received a Rock-on Award for Civic Engagement and Leadership from the
Mayor of St. Cloud. In 2015 Eunice was the first African to receive an Alumni Service
Award from St. Cloud State University and the first African to be selected and
recognized as St. Cloud’s Top 5 under 40. Eunice was selected as one of the 2019
Women in Business honorees by St. Paul Business Journal. And in 2019 Eunice was
received a presidential award from St. Cloud NAACP.

J. Pablo Obregon
Southwest Initiative Foundation
"Growing and Empowering New Leaders (BIPOC Focus)"
As the Community Engagement Officer, Pablo manages community research and
engagement for Southwest Initiative Foundation’s intergenerational, leadership, Grow
Our Own initiatives and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion advocate in our region and
state. He received his Master of Divinity degree from Luther Seminary in St. Paul and
spent several years in ministry.
Pablo was born and raised in Lima Peru, where his parents gave him a great
education and encouraged him to try soccer, guitar and carpentry. He loves southwest
Minnesota for its mix of long-term residents and newcomers and believes it’s a great
place to raise a family.

Jeff Wig
Initiative Foundation
"Growing and Empowering New Leaders (BIPOC Focus)"
As vice president for entrepreneurship at the Initiative Foundation, Jeff Wig's primary
focus is to support new and existing businesses and their leaders through the
Initiative Foundation’s business lending and entrepreneur development programs. Jeff
led the creation of the Foundation’s Initiators Fellowship and Enterprise Academy
programs, two regionwide initiatives to elevate entrepreneurs and aspiring leaders,
with a special focus on fostering entrepreneurs from underrepresented communities.
In past roles, Jeff has served as dean of career and technical programs for Central
Lakes College in Brainerd and, as a lover of aviation, spent three years as director of
the Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport. Jeff has his bachelor’s in management and
finance from the University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management and his
master’s in business from St. Cloud State University. When he’s not working, Jeff can
be found serving on area boards and volunteering in kindergarten with Junior
Achievement. Jeff and his wife live in the Brainerd Lakes area.

Sam Ryder
Candid
"Foundation Directory"
Sam Ryder is the Network Engagement Manager for the Midwest and actively
supports a territory of 13 states. She joined Candid after operating a consulting group
that worked with a variety of clients including universities, private and nonprofit
organizations, and the City of Cleveland. Before consulting, she served as chief of
staff for Cleveland City Council and as a family liaison for the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District. She is an involved community member active in politics and
advocacy, she volunteers and serves on several nonprofit committees and boards.
She holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Akron and a Masters from John
Carroll University.

Karen Kilpatrick
CliftonLarsonAllen
"Working with Professional Advisors"
Karen is a Certified Public Accountant with CliftonLarsonAllen in St. Cloud, MN. Karen
specializes in individual tax issues and planning along with gift, estate, and trust
matters. She has been with CLA, LLP and related companies for over 25 years. Karen
earned her Bachelor's from the University of Michigan and is a member of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and Minnesota Society of Certified
Public Accountants.

Brad Schmidt
Johnson, Moody, Schmidt and Kleinhuizen, P.A
"Working with Professional Advisors"
Brad Schmidt has been a lawyer for over thirty years. Brad is a shareholder of
Johnson, Moody, Schmidt and Kleinhuizen, P.A. in Willmar, MN. Brad grew up in
Willmar, and attended Concordia College in Moorhead, MN. He worked for an
accounting firm and became a certified public accountant in 1985. Brad graduated
from William Mitchell College of Law. Brad’s practice has developed into three
primary areas; wills/estate planning, real estate law and business law. In the estate
planning area Brad is very experienced with such things as wills and trusts, power of
attorney, nursing home matters and estate taxes.

Josh Tatge
Steidl, Benzinger, Tatge, Seifert & Engebretson
"Working with Professional Advisors"
Joshua Tatge, CRPC is a Financial Advisor at Steidl, Benzinger, Tatge, Seifert &
Engebretson with 21 years of experience. A few of his focus areas include Retirement
Planning Strategies, Investment Management, Wealth Preservation Strategies, Tax
Planning Strategies and Estate Planning Strategies. He also is a CRPC Chartered
Retirement Planning Counselor. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Science from St.
Cloud State University. Josh is the Board Chair of the Alexandria Area Community
Foundation, serves on the Alexandria Education Foundation and also coaches youth
basketball. In his spare time he enjoys cheering on all of the Minnesota sports teams,
loves golfing with friends and spends time with his wife and daughters.

Greta Stark-Kraker
Central Minnesota Community Foundation
"Working with Professional Advisors"
Greta Stark-Kraker is the Director of Donor Relations at the Central Minnesota
Community Foundation (CMCF). She began her Foundation career in 2001 at CMCF
and has influenced the Foundation through various roles. As the Director of Donor
Relations, Greta is responsible for the prospective and current donor experience for
individuals and organizations donating to the Foundation. Greta works closely with the
Central Minnesota Community Foundation Executive Director and Administrative
Coordinator.

Karina DeJong
Willmar Area Community Foundation
"Marketing Your Foundation"
Karina became the Donor Services Coordinator for the Willmar Area Community
Foundation (WACF) in August of 2017. She is a 2017 graduate of the College of
Saint Benedict with a BA in Global Business Leadership and double minor in Art and
Gender Studies. She is responsible for assisting the WACF Executive Director by
supporting the Foundation’s asset development activities, cultivating relationships
with professional advisors and other key contacts, and providing staff support and
volunteer management to certain signature funds of the Foundation.

Terri Foster
Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation/Community
Foundation for Carver County
"Marketing Your Foundation"
Over the past two decades, Terri has had the opportunity to work in several areas of
business, including: marketing, business development, event management, project
management, graphic and web design, product development, market research, client
relationship management, and more. Terri has a vast skill-set and a love for serving
people and helping organizations make a difference. She has a BS in Business
Management and a BS Industrial Technology/Graphic Design from Bemidji State
University and also holds a Master’s of Arts in Business from St. Scholastica. Since
2017, Terri Foster has served as a consultant for Brainerd Lakes Area Community
Foundation. Her duties include donor services, event management, database
management, business development, marketing, graphic design, and bringing
resources together to accomplish community goals.

Chrissy Gaetke
Central Minnesota Community Foundation
"Marketing Your Foundation"
Chrissy began at the Central Minnesota Community Foundation (CMCF) in the
summer of 2020. She is CMCF’s Communications Coordinator. Chrissy handles all
communications involving the foundation including social media management, media
relations and multimedia projects. Previously, she was a reporter and news anchor for
WJON – AM in St. Cloud. She also has several years of management experience.
Chrissy is a St. Cloud State University graduate. In her free time she loves going to
concerts, baking and re-watching “Friends” countless times.

Courtney Schmidt
CommunityGiving
"Marketing Your Foundation"
Joining the team in May of 2015, Courtney Schmidt is a graduate from the College of
St. Benedict. She served for a year with AmeriCorps through the Duluth Area Family
YMCA and then moved into a recruitment and communications role with the Mentor
Duluth program followed by working as the Community Initiatives Coordinator with the
Head of the Lakes United Way. Courtney is CommunityGiving’s lead communications
specialist, handling everything from the website, social media, and donor legacy
stories to our printed materials of annual report, ads and handouts.

Kathy Grochow
CommunityGiving
"Grant Making Basics"
Joining the CommunityGiving team in 2018 Kathy brought over 18 years of
philanthropic experience in both grantmaking and programmatic work. Kathy oversees
all CommunityGiving programmatic work which includes oversight of the Grant and
Scholarship processes. She supports each affiliate community foundation's
programmatic work by identifying community opportunities, collaborating with local
staff, organizations and volunteers, and building awareness and participation to
impact the broader community. She received her undergraduate in Business
Administration Management from the University of Minnesota-Mankato and her
master's degree in Organizational Management from Concordia University in St. Paul.
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Tim Bergin
Community Volunteer
"Essential Roles of CF Board Members"
Tim has been a member of the Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation Board
and Treasurer since 2015. He has also served on the Community Giving Finance,
Investment and Efficiency committees.
His professional career includes 38 years at Clifton Larson Allen serving as a CPA and
Partner in the Brainerd Office, retiring in 2016. He is currently serving on the East Gull
Lake City Council and a member of the Budget and Sewer/Roads committees.
Other organizational involvement includes Lutheran Church of the Cross, Brainerd
Lake Sunrise Rotary Past President, Junior Achievement , East Pointe Homeowner
Association Past President, and a Volunteer Tax and Financial Consultant to several
local nonprofits.

Holly Witt
Alexandria Area Community Foundation
"Essential Roles of CF Board Members"
Holly Witt joined the Alexandria Area Community Foundation (AACF) in the fall of
2019 and comes to the AACF from the Lakes County Service Cooperative where she
served non-profits, cities, counties and other government agencies in a 9 county area
as the Assistant Manager of Member Services. A native of Janesville, she attended
Alexandria Technical and Community College and graduated from University of
Minnesota-Morris with a degree in Human Services. Witt has worked previously as the
Executive Director of the Morris Area Chamber of Commerce and as the Nonprofit
Resource Specialist for Bremer Bank of Alexandria.

Karl Samp
Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation
"Essential Roles of CF Board Members"
Karl Samp became Executive Director of the Brainerd Lakes Area Community
Foundation (BLACF) in early 2016. Karl came to BLACF with 35 years of non-profit
and foundation experience. For the past nine years he had worked as an independent
consultant facilitating community, governmental and organizational strategic planning
and visioning sessions. Prior to this he worked for nine years as the Vice President for
Community Initiatives for the Initiative Foundation based in Little Falls and earlier in
several roles at Central Lakes College in Brainerd. Karl is a Blandin Community
Leadership Program graduate, a charter member and former president of the Baxter
Lakes Area Kiwanis Club. Karl is active in the MN Mississippi River Parkway
Commission (MRPC) and is Pilot (President of the Board) of the national MRPC
Byway.

Charles Killmer
FRSecure
"Cyber Security"
With 10 years focused on information security and 18 years of experience ranging from
programming and server management to management of virtualization infrastructures,
Charles has tremendous perspective on the role of information security in today’s
evolving threat landscape. Charles works with audiences of all kinds to deliver
presentations that shed light on many different information security topics. These topics
include hackers and how they work, password management and best practices,
compliance, networking, and plenty in between. His speaking style is informative,
engaging, energetic, and entertaining.

Christine Frank
CommunityGiving
"Cyber Security"
Christine Frank became part of the CommunityGiving team in 2017. She holds a
Master of Arts in Management from the College of St. Scholastica with operations,
management, human resources, strategic planning and staff development experience
in various industries. Christine works closely with the Director of Finance and
Investments as well as the President & CEO of CommunityGiving and the Executive
Directors of the affiliate partners to provide efficient and effective overall operations.
She provides leadership to the human resources, technology, and administrative
functions of CommunityGiving.

Dr. Kathleen Allen
Allen and Associates
"Leading a Community Foundation with a Living Systems
Mindset"
Dr. Kathleen Allen is President of Allen and Associates. She has been a leadership
coach for over 21 years, working at the intersection of leadership, innovation, and
systems change. She is the author of Leading from the Roots: Nature Inspired
Leadership Lessons for Today’s World and has written widely on leadership and
change. She writes a weekly blog on leadership and organizations that describes a
new paradigm of leadership based in lessons from nature and living systems. Dr.
Allen is the co-chair of the ILA Leadership and Sustainability Member Community.
She has a doctorate in leadership from the University of San Diego.

Matt Rezac
Blue Dot Consulting
"Leading a Community Foundation with a Living Systems
Mindset"
Matt Rezac is a mindfulness-based coach and consultant who supports learning,
discernment and purpose-driven action. Prior to founding Blue Dot Consulting, Matt
spent 15 years in philanthropy, practicing leadership development, convening and
grantmaking. Matt now focuses on his clients' inner, personal growth and how it
affects their ability to create change in the world around them. Matt’s recent
consulting clients include the McKnight Foundation, Medica Foundation and the City
of Minneapolis.

Sara Carlson
Willmar Area Community Foundation
"Community Foundation Roles in Responding to Disaster
and Addressing Inequities""
Sara Carlson became the Executive Director of the Willmar Area Community
Foundation in 2013. Prior to this, Sara was with the Southwest Initiative Foundation
as a program officer for nine years. She also worked with PACT 4 Families
Collaborative and Head Start. Sara graduated from the College of St. Benedict with a
degree in elementary education. She is an active member in the Willmar Lakes Rotary
Club, Willmar Lakes Area Vision 2040 Steering Committee, Destination Playground
Leadership Team, KCEO Board and WeLEAD. Sara received the Exemplary Leadership
Award from the Willmar Area Chamber in 2017 for her work with the community.

Caryl Turnow
Central Minnesota Community Foundation
"Community Foundation Roles in Responding to Disaster
and Addressing Inequities""
Caryl Turnow came to the Central Minnesota Community Foundation (CMCF) in June
of 2016. Prior to CMCF she worked as a Development Officer for Community Funds
and became the Planned Giving Officer at the Northwest Minnesota Foundation based
in Bemidji, Minnesota. Caryl worked with individuals and communities with
community funds resulting in $4.5 million in annual gifts in each of the past four
years. Before her work in development, Caryl worked as a business development
specialist assisting entrepreneurs for the Northwest Minnesota Foundation. She is
both a Certified Fundraising Executive (CFRE) as well as a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA). She previously owned and operated an accounting practice in Roseau for nine
years.

Sandra Henningsen
Crescendo Interactive, Inc.
"Planning Giving Techniques"
Sandra Henningsen, CGPA (Certified Gift Planning Associate), Assistant Vice
President, Integrated Marketing for Crescendo Interactive, oversees planned giving
eMarketing services. She mentors nonprofits in establishing gift planning
contemporary websites and integrated marketing using the Internet, eNewsletters,
social media, surveys and royalty-free literature. She speaks and teaches seminars in
the area of eMarketing and gift planning.
She has presented at AFP International & area AFP, CASE International & districts,
AHP International & regional AHP, CGP area conferences, various regional
conferences and Crescendo’s Practical Planned Giving Conference.
Sandra has been part of the Crescendo staff 20+ years.Her Bachelor of Science
degree in education is from South Dakota State University.
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Shale Lapping
IPEX
"Investing for Foundations and a 2021 Investment
Outlook"
Shale Lapping obtained his undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois,
where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa, his MBA from McGill University in Montreal,
Canada and his law degree from the University of Chicago. Shale is a Chartered
Financial Analyst, a designation awarded by the CFA Institute. He is a member of the
CFA Society of Chicago. Prior to the investment field, Shale practiced corporate law
for six years, specializing in a broad range of legal and investment issues that impact
various types of trust funds. Shale began working directly with the investment
community in 1989, when he joined the firm that served as the processor to
IPEX.Shale was vice president of that firm for seven years and has been president of
IPEX since the firm’s inception.

Additional Speakers and Facilitators
Steve Joul
CommunityGiving
Steve was appointed president of the Central Minnesota Community Foundation
(CMCF) in 1996. Today, he is President & CEO of CommunityGiving. Steve has a
degree in economics from the University of Minnesota and is a past fellow with the
Humphrey Institute Policy Forum. He is a past chair of CEOnet, a past board member
of national board of CF Leads which promotes community leadership among
community foundations, past board chair of the Charities Review Council, past
president of the Rotary Club of St. Cloud, and a past board member and treasurer of
the Minnesota Council on Foundations. Steve was also one of the founders of the
Midwest Independent Community Foundation network.

Sonja Merrild
Blandin Foundation
As Director of Grants for the Blandin Foundation Sonja leads efforts to fund
Minnesota organizations which seek to grow healthy and vibrant rural communities
and the Blandin Foundation’s Education Awards scholarship program which is
available to graduates from Itasca area high schools.
Merrild’s work in rural community development and grant-making has included work
for the WellPoint Foundation, the Marna M. Kuehne and Homer A. & Mildred S. Scott
Foundations and Tailwinds, LLC nonprofit consulting as well as assessment planning
and research with the Blandin Foundation. Her rural nonprofit leadership experience
includes a mix of board leadership, development, fundraising and strategic planning
for several Wyoming-based organizations, including the Center for a Vital Community
at Northern Wyoming Community College, CASA, the Y, Habitat for Humanity, Rotary
International (as youth counselor), the American Cancer Society, the Sheridan Senior
Center, the Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, and the WY Theatre.

James Ringwald
BerganKDV
James Ringwald, CommunityGiving's Board Treasurer and chair of the Finance and
Investment Committees, also serves as a member of the Friends of the Gardens
(Munsinger Clemens) Advisory Council. He has been involved in one form or another
since 2011.
Outside of the organization, his current community involvement includes serving as
president of St. Cloud Granite Rotary and on the Board of Directors of the Good Earth
Food Cooperative and the Salem Foundation of St. Cloud.
Professionally, he is a Certified Public Accountant at BerganKDV, where he focuses on
business valuation, tax, and estate planning.

Terri Barreiro
Carlson School of Business
Terri is adjunct professor at the Carlson School of Business, U of Minnesota and coauthor of Social Entrepreneurship: the Journey from Issue to Viable Venture. She is a
consultant to small foundations and nonprofit organizations focusing on improving
effectiveness and efficiency of their philanthropic activities and their collaborative
endeavors. And she is co-founder, board member and volunteer mentor at Impact
Hub Minneapolis Saint Paul.
She is an avid volunteer.She recently completed 9 years as member of the Cargill
(corporate) Foundation. Throughout her career she has sat on nonprofit boards along
with state and local government strategic committees including Saint John’s
University, Way to Grow (which she helped found), and Parent Aware for School
Readiness.

Amy Lee
CommunityGiving
Amy joined the CommunityGiving team back in 2014 as an Administrative Assistant
and has since transitioned into her current role as the Database Coordinator. In this
role, Amy assists staff with questions regarding the database. She also supports the
finance department through recording gifts, setting up new funds, and creating and
delivering tax receipts for all of the foundations associated with CommunityGiving.
Amy has previous work experience in the legal field, business management, and
administrative work.

Sandra Henley
CommunityGiving
Sandra began her career at the Central Minnesota Community Foundation in June
2001 after graduating from the St. Cloud Technical and Community College in the
Accountant Microcomputer Specialist Program. Now with CommunityGiving she is
responsible for providing bookkeeping and financial accounting related tasks with her
knowledge of computer operations, integrated accounting modules including general
ledger, accounts payable, gifts and grants.

Sherri Koslofsky
CommunityGiving
Sherri Koslofsky joined CommunityGiving in 2014 initially supporting both the Willmar
Area Community Foundation (WACF) and the Brainerd Area Community Foundation.
She began supporting WACF solely in 2016. In 2019 Sherri moved into her current
role as Grants and Scholarship Coordinator providing donor support as they make
grant recommendations from their donor advised funds, which includes providing due
diligence for each grant and processing the requests. Sherri also coordinates the
competitive grant processes and the scholarship process for all 119 scholarship
funds. She has past administrative experience in the retirement, production and
education fields and has a legal administrative assistant degree from Valley City State
University.

Abbie Flock
CommunityGiving
In her role at CommunityGiving, Abbie trains, coordinates and supports all
administrative staff. She is the primary administrative support not only for
CommunityGiving staff but also for all affiliate foundations without designated
administrative staff. Abbie has an AAS from St. Cloud Technical and Community
College in Sales and Management. She places a high value on good customer service
and attention to detail due to her 10 years of management at the Red Barn Dairy
Queen and her role as a Legal Assistant with Blattner Energy.

Katie Reichert
CommunityGiving
Joining the team in 2020, Katie Reichert is a graduate from the College of Saint
Benedict. She is generally the first person you will see or hear when reaching out to
Central Minnesota Community Foundation (CMCF) or CommunityGiving (CG). Katie
previously worked at Resource Training and Solutions in administrative and customer
service roles. She provides administrative support primarily to CMCF and assists in
supporting the CG team as a whole.

Dan Templin
DeKalb County Community Foundation
Dan is originally from Peoria, IL but has lived in DeKalb County for most of his life. He
attended Northern Illinois University in DeKalb and earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Psychology and a Master of Science Degree in Marriage & Family Therapy. He
worked at the DeKalb County Youth Service Bureau (YSB) in DeKalb for a total of 15
years, starting out as a mentor, then as a counselor, program supervisor, and serving
as the agency’s Executive Director for nine years. Dan joined the DeKalb County
Community Foundation (DCCF) staff in 2005, serving as the first Program Director. In
2008, Dan was selected as the DCCF’s third Executive Director, where he currently
serves. Dan earned a Master’s Degree in Non-profit Administration from DePaul
University in 2008.
Dan is married to his wife Kristal (a school counselor at Sycamore High School) and
they have two children, Erin and Luke. They reside in Sycamore.

